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A great holiday opportunity on Royal Deeside for everyone,
with superb facilities for disabled people
2014 has been a very busy year and we are delighted with the improvements we’ve made and
would like to thank all our Friends of COH who give so much of their time and talent to helping us
provide “The Gold Standard of Accessible Tourism” that so many people with disabilities enjoy here
at The Manse Courtyard.
We were honoured to
welcome our Patron
HRH The Duchess of
Rothesay to unveil a
plaque dedicated to an
early benefactor Miss
Margaret Boyd (1934 2013), without whose
generosity the vision of
Crathie Opportunity
Holidays may never have been realised. Miss Boyd’s insisted her generous donations were kept
anonymous during her lifetime. She visited the cottages shortly after they opened in May 2002 and was
always delighted to hear how much people enjoyed their holiday at this special place.
Maggie,
We have held several Fundraising Events Beth and
this year including a Lunch and Auction at Lorraine
Balmoral, our Annual Golf Event and Film were all
Show “Saving Mr Banks” in Ballater and
hugely
have raised in excess of £8,000 which will excited
be used to continue to improve the
with our
facilities and
new storage shed, which has room for all
services we offer. our special equipment, and housekeeping
supplies....and lots more. This means no
Dave and Peter
more hauling everything out to find the
busy folding
carer-propelled shower chair at the back!
raffle tickets at
It has also allowed us to remove excess
the Film Show
furniture from the log cabin and garden
room, so both these facilities can be
Balmoral Queen’s
better used by our guests. We have purchased a new
Building looked
wonderful for our
additional stand-aid and have started the process of renewing
Lunch and Auction
our overhead bedroom hoists. We are planning to purchase a
reclining shower chair in 2015.... so are slowly but surely filling
the new shed up!!

JPR Services were the
winners of the Golf
Event

The Book, “Essays on Life” by Thomas Mitchell is a
series of articles written by our Director, Sheila
Harrison’s grandfather in the early 20th century.
Sheila and her family have kindly donated the
royalties to COH, and we have copies available for
sale at £10 inc P&P.

Message from The Chair
Lesley Davidson
The organisation of the Fundraising Lunch and Auction at Balmoral took up the latter

part of the year and we all breathed a big sigh of relief when we survived the event
with no apparent mishaps. It was a great privilege to drive through the main gates at
the Castle and sweep up the tree-lined avenue. Our guest speaker Frieda Morrison of
Radio Scotland fame had the 130 guests in gales of laughter before switching tempo
to sing a beautiful haunting Scottish melody which brought tears to the eyes. We
raised £3,500 towards purchasing extra equipment - a worthwhile happy afternoon.
Maggie, Beth and Lorraine are hard at work over the winter months taking care
of repairs, maintenance and cleaning ready to welcome you back to Crathie in 2015
where you will see the changes made. We look forward to meeting you again.
Other Visitors!
Scottish Parliament Accessible Tourism Debate
The debate was held in September and it was very well attended
by MSPs - and lots of your comments were taken on board. We
were delighted to show 2 of our local MSPs round the Manse
Courtyard and introduce them to guests in preparation for the
debate. Both spoke about COH in the debate and here is a quote
from Mr Robertson: “The gold standard was spoken about earlier by Wakey Wakey!

Nanette Milne and Jamie Hepburn in relation to Crathie Opportunity
Holidays, whose chalets are fully accessible not only to people with
mobility or sensory impairments but to people who have no mobility
or sensory impairments whatsoever. The beauty of such a facility is
that it shows that the gold standard can happen, because it is fully Real Hot
accessible to all regardless of need”
Summer!
Dennis Robertson
and his guide
dog Mr Q

Nanette
Milne with
Maggie &
Sheila

Prince...????
We would like to say
a huge thank you to
all the Friends of COH
who have maintained
the gardens
beautifully and served
the Wednesday
morning coffees with
cheer. A special thanks to Nigel Newbold for
donating the hanging flower baskets which
cheered up the log cabin and new shed.

www.euansguide.com is
a fantastic website that
allows users to review all
sorts of places and rate
their accessibility. We
would encourage you to
have a look and would
really appreciate any
review you might like to
give us.
Euan’s Guide has been
the driving force in
introducing Disabled
Access Day... have a
look to see what’s on in
your area:
www.disabledaccessday.
com
17th January 2015

Our Facebook page has details of upcoming events,
news etc and we’d love you to join us
there and give us your news and views,
and upload photos of your holiday and the
surrounding area.

Plans for 2015 We are starting the year by
holding an Open Day as part of Disabled Access
Day on Saturday 17th January from 11am - 3pm.
We are also looking into the possibility of
relocating the reception office to near the gates
and using the existing office to house a biomass
Tel: 013397 42100
boiler. Maggie has joined the VisitScotland
E-mail: info@crathieholidays.org.uk Accessible Tourism Steering Group, so any ideas
you have to improve things are appreciated. As
Web: www.crathieholidays.org.uk S
always, we welcome any suggestions you
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have for improvements to services or
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facilities we offer here.

