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A great holiday opportunity on Royal Deeside for everyone,
with superb facilities for disabled people
Despite a very wet start, and our difficulties getting our phone lines and broadband up and running,
2016 has again been a very busy year and we are delighted with the improvements we’ve made.
We would like to thank all our Friends of COH who give so much of their time and talent to helping
us provide the best possible holiday experience that so many people with disabilities enjoy here at
The Manse Courtyard.

We were delighted to welcome
Stuart Donaldson MP to our coffee
morning in August
Some of our gardening and coffee morning volunteers
receiving an award for their services at the Spirit of
Ballater Award Ceremony
We were happy to take part in
Disabled Access Day again this year
and welcomed quite a few visitors to
our Open Day. This initiative is being
expanded in
2017 to cover
the weekend
10—12 March 2017. Look out on
Facebook for details of a competition
to win a short break.
What a difference! Huge thanks to
COAT and the volunteers from the
Royal Guard who worked together
to reinstate the all abilities path
which had been totally destroyed
by Storm Frank
Jack and Eve Morgan enjoying a
walk with Pip

We were pleased to
have been shortlisted
for the Enterprising
Communities Award at
the 2016 Elevator
Awards. This
nomination is
testament to the hard
work of our staff,
volunteers and board of directors.
Although we were just pipped at the
post we were delighted to have made
the shortlist and receive recognition for
the work that we have been doing in
the local community for the past 14
years.

Fundraising 2016 - We had quite a few fundraising events last year including our first runners at
Run Balmoral. We also had a Film Night during Ballater Victoria Week showing Dad’s Army and
congratulations go to The Mullgans for winning our annual Golf Tournament at Balmoral. Special
congratulations to our long-time supporter Gordon Hutcheon for being on the winning team and
claiming the prize for Nearest the Pin. Again, many thanks to our volunteers for helping us with
these events.

Thanks to our fantastic fundraisers we
have been able to purchase a wide
shower chair this year as well as replace
one of our riser armchairs.
Staff News

Mr and Mrs MacKay
- Maggie and Iain
tied the knot in June
in their back garden
and celebrated with
a ceilidh in the
Village Hall

Lorraine’s son
Andrew proposed
to the lovely
Kayleigh and they
are now happily
planning a
beautiful beach
wedding in
Greece.

Beth and Charles
became
grandparents to
this gorgeous boy
- Ethan Blyth.
They’ll be visiting
him in March next
year
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Message from the Chair
Our year started with the many
problems of the aftermath of
Storm Frank which left us cut off
from Ballater and Braemar. It
could only get better and it did.
Our new Biomass boiler keeps us
all cosy. The new Reception
building is a great addition –
bright, spacious and welcoming.
The coffee group goes from
strength to strength and our
volunteer gardeners work is
outstanding.
We were very happy to see
Maggie and Iain married in Junecongratulations to them both.
Our fundraising efforts have
again exceeded expectations.
We are so grateful to our many
generous supporters.
Lesley R Davidson

www.euansguide.
com is a fantastic
website that
allows users to
review all sorts of
places and rate
their accessibility.
We would
encourage you to
have a look and
would really
appreciate any
review you might
like to give us.

Our Facebook
page has details
of upcoming
events, news
etc. and we’d
love you to join
us there and
give us your
news and views,
and upload
photos of your
holiday and the
surrounding
area.

As always, we welcome any suggestions you have
for improvements to services or facilities we offer
Please check out our website for

Late Availability Offers

